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Time is flying by. Seems like just last week it was 80 degrees and
sunny! The changing seasons and overlapping weather conditions
make it a challenge to live and work safely in the Land of 10,000
Lakes. 

Since we have already done several safe driving tips and reminders
about winterizing your facilities – I thought this time I would
spend a little time on the mental side of winter safety. There are
other concerns that come into play in the shorter days and rapidly
changing conditions. At least by the time you are reading this, the
daylight will be getting longer and thawing should be occurring in
a few weeks. Nonetheless, the lack of daylight does impact safety
on the job. The spring thawing also presents issues such as the
“black ice” normally referred to on the highways – but probably
more dangerous when the melt occurring during the day ponds on walkways and in front of doors.
Make sure you also take into consideration the potential for warm boots and shoes accelerating the
slip potential exiting vehicles and leaving warm buildings. Since the areas are absent of snow, there
is a lessening of our guard in recognizing the slip potential. Keep a little sand available to spread
on these areas. Do a little check for conditions when exiting buildings and getting into or out of
your vehicular units. This can happen at home and away from the jobsite – so stay alert. 

I am going to add one driving issue that was just involved in a serious accident near Otsego in
January. A school bus was stopped with red lights and STOP arm extended when a 22 year old
driver went around the bus and struck three students. NEVER – EVER- NEVER pass around a
school bus with lights flashing. Even better – put your own four way flashers on and if you are fac-
ing the bus – stop well ahead of the bus to widen the gap between you and the bus to help other
drivers approaching SEE the bus and stop. 

The low light also is an issue in not seeing conditions on walkways and prevents the issue of hav-
ing dark safety glasses for sunny conditions, but maybe not having clear or light enhancing safety
glasses for the low light or inside buildings such as a lift station. Then there is the issue of fogging
up your safety glasses when entering or exiting those warm and damp buildings we all experience
in the wastewater business. Distractions while cleaning the lenses often literally fall into play for
the icy spots near those same buildings. Slips/Trips and Falls are one of the highest occurrences of
on the job injuries in our line of work – so always be aware of the conditions and just stop for a
second or two to assess the issues that may be present. 

This is also coming up on the time of year that a lot of repairs to sanitary sewer and water lines
due to the forces of nature. These situations also have a potential for wet conditions that can turn
into slippery surfaces. Take the extra time to remove the excess moisture from the road surfaces
and/or sand/salt to ensure ice won’t be a problem for you or the public. As mentioned above, the
low light also makes it important to address the traffic control issues with lights and retroreflective
barricades, cones and fencing. If you are working on an active roadway – make sure you have
something large and heavy to block oncoming traffic from your work zone. Continue - Page 8
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Make sure the lights are visible from all sides and if you have open excavations – keep them barri-
caded off so pedestrians don’t enter the areas as well. 

A few members have indicated that they may be interested in attending a full day of safety train-
ing. Some remember that the CSWEA MN Section and MWOA conducted several sessions a
while back. If you are interested in this type of session – please send a message to the webmaster
on the MWOA Contact link and if there is enough interest, we will try to schedule a workshop in
May or June. If you have topics that you would
like to have on the agenda – please ad those as
well. 

Keep those questions and comments coming.
Keep safety at the top of the list – on and off the
job!
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Environmental Testing Since 1978

“We specialize in
serving you”

• Water and Wastewater Analysis
• Groundwater Monitoring
• On site sampling
• Flow Studies
• Soil Testing
• Biosolids
• 503 Vector and Pathogen Reduction
• Annual Biosolids Report
• Custom Computerized DMR’s

Call for a Competitive Quote

129 North Main • Box 551
Janesville, MN  56048

(800) 683-9199
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Flow Measurement
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Safety Program
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Solids Disposal
Advanced Technology
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Experienced

WATER RESOURCES TECHNOLOGY

Trained Certified Personnel for Water and Wastewater
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