Results From the MWOA Conference Questionnaire – July 2001

The following are the results from the questionnaire handed out at the MWOA Annual Conference in July 2001.  Out of 114 “full” registrations, only 61 questionnaires were returned.    The following are the questions and the responses (NA = No Answer):

1. The dates for the MWOA Annual Meeting have been set as the last “full” week in July.  Is this an acceptable time?


Yes

56

No

4

NA

1

2. Would you prefer other dates?

Yes

8

No

38

NA

15

Comments:
Does not matter (2 responses)

Maybe

As long as it doesn't conflict with fishing opener or hunting deer.

If yes, when?

Early Spring 

Late June

1st week in August 

Late August, prefer early Sept.

Sept

During the fall or late summer - Statewide MEA week

Personally, I have a conflict occasionally, because I am a pilot & would like to attend Oshkosh which is the same week.

3. The Annual has used the same format for some time.  Is this format:


Acceptable

57

Change it


3

NA




1

4. If you would like a change, how should the format be changed? 

Some attendees would like to participate in more than one event the first day) fishing, golf, sporting clays-change times.
I like the exam refresher course - we need to attract young people to the industry. 

Fishing needs to be out on a boat, not from shore, Thurs. Eve - Meal/dance, Hands on training

Start all mornings at 9:00
5. The Annual Meeting has been rotating throughout the six MWOA Sections for 25 years.  Some members have indicated a desire to select several large convention sites and utilize these sites rather than rotate.  Do you favor a rotation? 

Yes  
434

No

16

NA

1

Comment:
Consider casinos, economics$

6. Should we select several “permanent” sites?       

Yes

33


No

25

NA

3

Comments:
Cragun’s or one of the lake hotels

Duluth / Rochester

Pick the most attended sites and go from there.

“One site”

Maybe have to

Maybe

My concern if sites are picked – how would the arrangements be shared, etc.









Two or three different sites









Undecided.  If we do, review where the best attendance has been and consider those sites.

7. The sites that have been selected sometimes do not have enough space for an onsite Vendor Display.  Do you object with going off-site for the Vendor Display or other conference activities?  

Yes

24


No

37

Comments:
Maybe we can’t rotate if accommodations aren’t ok.

If within one block

8. Some hotels/motels are limited in the number of sleeping rooms available.  Should selection of the site require enough sleeping rooms for all conference attendees at a single hotel?


Yes

48


No

11

NA

2

Comments:
More fun that way

If they’re close

If 2 hotels next to each other I would be in favor of this.

If within one block

As much as possible or a shuttle

9. There is growing diversity in the MWOA membership, and includes representatives from Tribal Communities and industrial or private utilities.  Some of these facilities are linked to hotels and casinos that have adequate accommodations and very favorable rates that could be potential sites for future conferences or meetings.  Would you object to MWOA holding an Annual Meeting at these sites?


Yes

12


No

45

NA

4

Comments:
Session attendance required.

But not these only.

They do not pay State tax.

A lot of cities (mayors or city councils) might object to meeting at a casino – as related to gambling.

I won’t enter a casino until the restrictions on MilleLacs are changed.

My concern would be that administrators may not approve if registration or hotel receipt is from casino.

10. If you answered yes, please list why:

First, I wouldn’t attend the meeting; secondly I think that the numbers at the class would be very low. The slots would 

be too much of a draw for a lot of people.

I would object to a casino location – it would draw people away.

Not very professional.

Fine if they are represented in a section.

Only if was in a rotation with other hotel sites.

Have to check, not personally.

Maybe put them in the rotation.

In some families the gambling losses will be connected to MWOA Annuals – the organization does not need that association.

Deals with numbers and dollars; the less we pay out the more profit the organization gets.

I don’t think MCES would send us to those places. It would have to be looked into. If MCES doesn’t care, then I would be ok with it.

I don’t object, but I don’t know what my council would say.

11. Please list specific training topics that you would like MWOA to include in future sessions.

SCADA systems – more collection systems















Antennae lease on towers

Continue with well represented subjects – not over 1 hour sessions







Exam sessions

Ways to interest new people to get into the wastewater field









Ponds (2)

Activated sludge process control, Bio-P, Preventive maintenance







Filamentous bulking

Sludge digestion, aerobic/anaerobic operations














Sample techniques

Target topics for small towns





















They are taken care of

Any new Reg. From EPA (ex. Mercury)

















All new technologies

Bio-Solids, Lab, Operations, Attracting young people to our profession.





Lab topics, regulation updates

Collection systems, Operations, Lab, Safety, Regulations

Collection issues, Stormwater, New Regulations

Bloodborne pathogens, confined space, right-to-know, hands on pump repair, safety

12. Have you visited MWOA’s website?



Yes

44

No

16

NA

1

13. How can MWOA better serve your specific needs?

It fills the need I have at this time.

I feel that the MWOA is doing a good job now. One thing we could do is try to get more people involved.

Keep info current.

I would like to see a site like Cragun’s, or Maddens in the future, and leave it there.

Improve communications, include more industrial operators.

Put company name, city on nametags.

Haven’t had any needs arise that the MWOA couldn’t be of service.

I am very proud to be a member of the Association.

Continue with the plans to provide certification training.

I am going to try to utilize videos on training for my operator needs.

Nothing at this time, except this should be asked at the end of the conference.

No ideas at this time.

This is the first time I attended.

Promote operator training in some form or another. 

On operational information, posted operational questions, etc. web site

It has been doing a good job.

Keep up the good work.

Town names on badges, registration list at check-in.

Put city or company name on name tags next time.

I was mad that I spent $30 for an extra banquet ticket to find out that my wife has to eat in the room because there was no sitting service for Thursday night – you can bet that SE Section will be Family Friendly next year.

Need to get members to annual meeting: Better advertising/timely events.

I think that MWOA is doing more than anyone else.

They are doing a good job.

I like to see a meeting somewhere, such as MilleLacs where launch trips could be an option. I believe there are big enough places like Eddy’s or Izaty’s.

Keep goin.

Fine so far

Provide a voice for the operators in new regulations by MPCA (i.e. – mercury and/or phosphorous).



At this point it has been satisfactory.

