Safety Guru – Fall 2011

Someone just the other day asked about what MNOSH and Federal OSHA were looking at for “points of emphasis” and the following list was reported earlier this year:   (please feel free to start more detailed review of these issues with the following links)
1. FALL PROTECTION - http://www.osha.gov/Publications/osha3146.pdf
2. PROPER LADDER USE – http://www.osha.gov/Publications/osha3124.pdf

3. SCAFFOLD: setup, use and inspection - http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/fallprotection/construction.html
4. LIFTS:  Scissor lift, manlift, boom truck, forklift platform, crane or bucket truck  - http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/poweredindustrialtrucks/index.html
5. ELECTROCUTION - http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/electrical/index.html

In addition, several MNOSH personnel related (as has been discussed a number of times in this column) Excavation is on the top of many inspectors and field personnel due to the importance of proper trench and excavation safety and the high incidence of accidents and fatalities.

So, let’s take a look at the first four identified as they all have similar characteristics. Fall protection is involved with Ladder use, Scaffolds and potential is there with lifts.

In general, if you can fall more than four or five feet you need to review Fall protection measures. So when using a typical ladder, scaffold or lift – it is very likely that these activities involve being more than five feet above a landing. All require knowledge of the equipment, training, inspections and proper procedures to ensure worker safety when conducting those activities. Lifts in particular may require some special training and equipment specific attention. 

Electrocution can occur with defects in electrical systems due to storms – which we seem to be getting quite often so far this year. In addition, construction activities and excavation can also be an area of concern. Gopher One call locations are required – but some cases and situations may find that the lines were not where they were shown to be on maps or an equipment operator may excavate too deep or in an area very close to lines in an effort to save time. I personally have been on several jobs where the backhoe operator has came in contact with electrical lines that they should have known were in the area and spent a little more time hand excavating to ensure proper work in those areas. With all the directional boring and best efforts to have such work documented as to the location – there are still some areas that can experience problems. 

Storms can also provide electrocution from lightning and field work should include monitoring weather conditions to alert personnel to approaching storms that may contain lightning or winds or other conditions that may cause power lines (overhead) and conductance through water (rain events). 

On a closing note – the MWOA Annual Conference included a section on distracted driving. This is becoming a very important issue with many proposed laws and regulations aimed at cell and electronic messaging devices – but there are many other areas and sources of distraction that can lead to accidents while on the road. Be aware of your surroundings and if you notice that your concentration is not able to be contained to safe operation of your vehicle – stop and take care of the problem. This could be a bad windshield wiper in a rain or snow storm, heated discussion with people in your vehicle or other distractions such as stress or conditions outside the vehicle. 

Work safe on and off the job ! 

Don’t forget to send your safety questions to the Editor of the WASTEWATCHER or the webmaster@mwoa.net.

See you next time – Safety Guru

