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Dec. 11, 1946-March 4, 2009

BURNSVILLE - In loving memory of David Allen Frey, 62, of Burnsville, formerly of Marshall, passed away March 4, 2009, from complications caused by Multiple Sclerosis at Odyssey Hospice House in Mesa, Ariz.

Dave was born Dec. 11, 1946, in Adrian, to Henry and Bertha (De Jager) Frey. Dave attended schools at Bigelow and Worthington. During his high school years he was active in FFA and football. He graduated in 1964 as the senior class president and selected to attend Boys State. He attended South Dakota State University, Brookings, S.D. Dave married Linda Van't Hul on June 19, 1965, in Worthington.

Dave's professional career was in public service and city government, focusing in Wastewater Facilities Management for 32 years after which he retired in 1997. His employment included the city of Worthington, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and the city of Marshall. Dave was a lifetime member of Minnesota Wastewater Operators Association and Central States Wastewater Environment Association. He served on many committees and received numerous state and regional awards from both associations. He was proud of his achievements as we all were.

Survivors include his loving wife and caregiver, Linda; children Lisa (and Terry) Hjort, Scott (and Sandi) Frey, Douglas (and Christina) Frey; grand-children, Sidney, Joseph, Jackson, Haley, Carter, Daniel, Tatum; and one brother Larry Frey.

He was preceded in death by his parents and brother, Thomas Frey.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the David Frey Fund at the National Multiple Sclerosis Society or any Hospice Program in David's name.

Services will be at 10:30 a.m. Saturday at First Lutheran Church.

Blessed Be His Memory

March 4th
March 4th 2009 is a day that a number of long time MWOA members (and friends) will remember. A very special person’s time on this earth ended. This person was a big man. Big in physical size, Big in generosity, Big in family life, Big in his professional life, Big in friendship and just about any category that you could think of in a positive way. He was a Past President of the MWOA and served on many committees. Most of us got to know him through the Annual Meetings and his fund raising efforts for the MWOA Library. Some of us knew him by his involvement with the MPCA Lab training programs or maybe his time with the City of Marshall. Each of us that met this man knew that he commanded a presence and that you should listen to what he had to say. While this man was large in life he also was a gentle and caring individual. When he first learned of an illness or condition that was attacking him – his emotional announcement of his condition at an Annual Conference in Marshall let you know how much this Association and its members meant to him. For a long and painful journey he and his wife and family and friends saw this man fight to do the things in life that meant so much to him. The amount of friends this man touched was evident in the number of contacts made to the Caring Bridge website that was maintained to keep friends and family up to date with his condition. Those of us in attendance at the memorial service in Marshall came from across the Midwest to pay respect to this man’s achievements and life. During the service one there was mention of a message to all of us that his wife found in the date of his departure – March 4th. Or more aptly put – MARCH FORTH! While we do feel a need to remember things that we all retain in our memory of him – we do need to positively March Forth and continue to face each and every day and challenge. He exceeded the estimates of the doctors who had thought for weeks that his time was to end many days if not weeks before March 4th. But he had a purpose to send the message through the day of his passing. Those of you reading this who didn’t know this man should know that he was one of the people who cared deeply about the people and the mission of the MWOA. He took the opportunity to share knowledge and experience with others in the field. That this profession is a noble and rewarding career that doesn’t stop with a time clock. It is a shared profession with a lot of very dedicated people who have spent a lot of time and effort to make this a better place and protect our valuable water resources. Dave Frey was a great friend to me and many other members of the MWOA. He joins a growing number of members who have ended their time with us here on earth. The likes of Emil Flicek, Howard Helgeson, Harold Wadewitz, Ralph Rader, Darryl Lambert and many more members who helped to make this Association great. So – take a few moments to think about fond memories of our fellow members – past and present – and know that this is more than a typical group of people. These are friends, like Dave that will support us in our efforts as we march forth.

Remembering Dave:

Dave was like a big brother to me.  He would go out of his way to make sure his staff got any training that was needed.  Whenever there was an opportunity for advancement, Dave would push to make sure it was available to the internal staff.

Dave was a great mentor for me.  He pushed to make me expand my knowledge and tackle jobs I wouldn’t normally do.

Dave took great pride in the treatment facility and would jump at any opportunity to show it off.

Every year we give tours to local grade schools, high schools, and even area college students.

I have great memories of the annual brat feeds, long trips home from section meetings, and trying to keep up with Dave.  (It took me awhile to figure out I couldn’t)

We will miss you, but will never forget you.

Bob VanMoer

As many of the, shall we say “well seasoned” wastewater operators may recall, Dave and I worked together in the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s Operations and Training Unit at the time Bill Sexauer headed up that Unit-longer ago than I care to admit.  Dave and I developed a laboratory training course and presented together across the state until both of us moved on to different endeavors.  I recall that Dave was a terrific co-worker and very dedicated to the wastewater treatment profession.  His honesty, sense of humor and genuinely kind-hearted nature made him a great traveling companion and a joy to work with.  His style, compassion and love for life should be a model for all of us to follow.

Donald W. Adams, Director
Stearns County Environmental Services Department

