Biosolids Business


by Jorja DuFresne

Records That Must Be Kept – Indefinitely                      [image: image1.wmf]
What about those records that must be kept indefinitely – Minn. R. ch. 7041.1600, subpart 3…H to N indefinitely [503.17]???  

When conducting Biosolids Compliance Evaluation Inspections recently, the point about keeping records indefinitely has been driven home – to me and operators alike.  I think we tend to believe we have all this data - it’s just a matter of digging through the records to find it.  After all, we have had a Biosolids Land Application Program in place since 1982 and the Operator Type IV Certification since 1983.  We should be on top of it!  The federal rules were not in place until 1993.

Well, here’s how it goes – required records and comments on them:

	Yes
	No
	Records to be kept INDEFINITELY
	Comments

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	1. Location of land application and stockpile sites on a USGS quad map or soil survey map

[not 30 day staging areas]

long-term stockpile areas are approved along with the site approval
	Few permittees have “long-term” stockpile areas [up to 7 months].  Stockpiles must be located on different areas each year - areas need to be re-vegetated each yr.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2. Legal Description of the land application site and number of acres biosolids are applied to
	See site approval letters and the annual reports for acres used each year, permittee should retain copy of site original site application form

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3. Amount of biosolids applied each year and cumulatively
	Recorded in dry tons per acre

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4. Annual and Cumulative metals applied unless biosolids are EQ or in bag or other container
	Active sites, records in pounds per acre/yr, available on annual reports

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5. Date biosolids were applied 
	Records of daily hauling logs

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	6. Certification statement to check to see if sites have reached cumulative limits and description of how met.
	Statement # 1on annual report form/  to keep in records only.  Sites are all approved by MPCA and tracked by permittee to know metal records.


As you can see by looking at the checklist, item 1. – long-term stockpile sites only applies to a few permittees.  Item 2. about legal descriptions – we have copies of our site applications and approval letters, don’t we?  But what about item 3. – cumulative tons per acre?  All annual reports will have to be dug out of storage probably and the amount applied each year to a site will have to be added up.  OK, we can do that if we have copies of our annual reports [better have!].  Item 4., cumulative metals -  that’s been tracked and recorded on annual reports and is continually updated on those reports, whereas the cumulative dry tons is not.  Item 5. – the date biosolids were applied means we need to keep our daily hauling logs – how much went where each day and I might add to that – how many acres are covered.  This record has been missing at some facilities or is not very descriptive.  

Some of these requirements are directly related to the last item [certification statement], which has to do with knowing if biosolids have been applied to a site and what the cumulative metal tally is for that site.  If we know biosolids have been applied but nothing about them cumulatively, then those sites cannot be used for land application of biosolids.  This is what that first certification statement is about that you see on the annual report form.  But the statement itself is not included on the annual report form.  The annual report form simply reminds you to go to the manual and get one to fill out each year and put it with your records.  

If you’re counting [H – N], you are probably wondering what the last requirement might be as it’s not in the table.  It is a description of how the certification statement information has been met –theoretically from the permitting authority.  Well, in Minnesota, since we have kept historical data on the metals and continue to do so, we basically know if a site has reached its limit.  So basically we assume that the Agency has that information [versus EPA] even though we are technically not the permitting authority - because we do not have delegation of the biosolids program.

So a note to all:  I and Agency compliance staff will be conducting Biosolids Compliance Evaluation Inspections for about ten major and some minor facilities each year.

For operators, the need to keep historical data in an easily accessible place has been brought to light during inspections.  When you do your spring cleaning, please remember to gather all these records together for inspections and future operators of your facility.  Also, be sure to establish a good method to record daily haul and applications – those should be available starting in 1993, the inception of the federal regulation.  

Questions? My new phone # is 651-757-2320 or email me at jorja.dufresne@state.mn.us

