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MS216D Review, Hand Dig Subcommittee Meeting – Discussion Bullet Points

June 26, 2009, 10:00 > 12:00 – Connexus Energy Hosting

Attendees:

See Attachment:  ‘090626 Attendance.pdf’

Introduction and Purpose:


At the last several MS216D Review Committee Meetings much time was devoted to the discussion over “hand digging” activities that posed a safety issue but by definition are exempted from having to contact Gopher State One Call (GSOC). It was decided that the best way to proceed was to form an open invitation, ad hoc subcommittee to further the discussion and begin to flesh out the problem. This first meeting of the subcommittee was devoted to beginning that process. 

There was a question raised about the appropriate name for the subcommittee. No other possible names were suggested by the group. 

It was suggested that there was not a necessity to meet more often than quarterly until such time that the group dissolves. 

General Discussion Points:

Without objection it was decided that the best way to proceed was to first capture the previously discussed hand dig activities (specific examples and occurrences) where a serious safety concern existed. And secondly to identify some of the activities/situations that the subcommittee might not want included by circumstance in the event of a law or rule change. The following are those lists…

1. High risk non machine-powered activities that should be generating excavation notices through GSOC. These specific activities shall be targeted to be included in either a law or rule change:


Anchors (down guys)


Form Pins (i.e. concrete forms)


Tent States (Large Party Tent Stakes)


Soil Tests (driven in)


Fence Posts (driven in)


Sign Posts (driven in)


Utility Grounds (driven in)

2. Lower Risk activities, not targeted to be included a law or rule change:


Golfing divots


Spinning tires in gravel.

Potholing to find an otherwise unlocateable facility.


Routine lawn care (aeration)


Placing ground for electromagnetic locating purposes.


Political / garage sale signage


Reference grounds


Tent stakes (camping)


Soft Dig (vacuum excavation)


Recreation activities on/in Park & Recreational areas (beach umbrellas).

Continued Discussion Points:


The subcommittee discussed and identified some possible unintended consequences associated with a possible law or rule change:

Increased GSOC ticket volume.

Compliance issues. Increased complaint volume.

The subcommittee identified some possible solutions and partial solutions. None of the ideas were discussed in great detail and no ideas were omitted: 

Education – CSR at GSOC will continue to encourage the generation of an LORQ regardless of the digging activity.

Define excavation to include those “hand dig” activities that go deeper than 12” and the trailing edge of the cutting tool not visible (piercing).

Depth.

Any hand dig activities that a contractor might perform become non-exempt.

Any activities outside of private property become non-exempt.

Define what hand digging is (including depth of digging).

Other Random Discussion Points:


General Law of Negligence.


Nationally hand digging causes 40% of damages.


MN hand digging damages less than 20%.


Utilities represented in room do not typically invoice on hand digging damages; wishing to encourage the positive behavior.


GSOC accepts all requests (rose bushes).


Homeowner activities tend to be lower risk.


Target the high risk activities and omit the fluke stuff.


Emergency situations are currently exempted from immediately generating a ticket under MR7560.0325 Subpart 2.

Closing:


The group is encouraged to add ideas to the list(s) before next meeting.


Next meeting would be scheduled and solutions would be discussed further. 







