Training Coalition Meeting

August 3, 2010

10:00am

Attendance:  
Brian Mehr, City of Hutchinson - MWOA



Ruth Hubbard, Kyle Kedrowski - MRWA



Bob Smude, Mark Sloan, Stew Thornley - MDH



John Eaton, City of Bloomington 



Charlie Thompson, MPCA

Training Updates:

MPCA Update: Charlie reported that the January collection and the March Annual booth had excellent attendance. MPCA is having a new session this year called Nutrient Removal. Steve Duerre and Kay Curtin will be facilitating the session to be held in New Ulm.

MPCA would like to work with hotels where classrooms can be free for MPCA or a minimal charge if they bring in a certain amount of people. MPCA is trying to hold costs down for training. Charlie also gave a recap on the “Need to Know” process that should be done 2011.

MDH/AWWA: Spring Training Sessions all went okay, good sessions, good topics and attendance are very good. 

Fall 1 day training sessions in the southwest and southeast. 

Northwest 2010 AWWA will be held at Detroit Lakes in December and then moved to Bemidji in 2011. 

AWWA Conference in Duluth looks good. Sessions and registrations are available on the web site. Spring Metro school 2011 will be held at the Earl Brown Center again and then moved to the Ramada Plaza for 2012.

Drinking Water Institute will host their 11th annual session with another 24 attendees.

State Fair 2010:  AWWA is having a water booth with MDA and AWWA working different shifts.  They have all volunteers working different shifts in the building.

MRWA Recap: (Kyle and Ruth)

The 2010 MRWA Water and Wastewater Technical Conference had attendance over 1400 and 200 vendors. Kelly Janes will be added to the MRWA staff to provide Wastewater Training for MRWA.  MRWA expects to provide more wastewater training in 2011. Cross Connection and Backflow Prevention, and Board Training will also be offered again. Training session dates and locations have been set and will be posted on the web site shortly. See attached MRWA calendar training calendar for 2011

MWOA Recap (Brian Mehr)

MWOA Annual Conference, Grand Rapids Timber Lake Lodge, 116 Paid/Attended and 52 vendor booths. They were very pleased with the location and will be back there in 2011. The Lab Committee session was held in St. Cloud 2010 had excellent attendance. The Innovative Approaches session is scheduled for February 2011 at the St. Cloud Holiday Inn. MWOA President Elect is Linda Mullen. 

MWOA Website: Brain said needs some minor tweaking and they are going to work toward getting dates set out a year in advanced for meeting and training sessions.  They are concerned about retiree’s and getting new people involved.

Other issues:

EPA’s has a New Video:  “Water you waiting for”.  

Workforce recruitment for water and wastewater:  What are we going to do for future job openings and recruitment?

Water and wastewater system break in and security issues:  The group discussed trying to talk about the importance of security for the utilities; this topic should be discussed at each training session. 

September 1st MnWARN will have their first annual meeting at the Kelly Inn, St. Cloud.

MN Liquid Assets has received at 22K but needs 30K.

Next meeting will be held on February 2, 2011 at 10:00a.m. at the Bloomington Water Plant.

Respectfully submitted,

Kyle Kedrowski, MRWA

