BIOSOLIDS BUSINESS

by Jorja DuFresne, 651-757-2320, jorja.dufresne@state.mn.us

Pond Relining and/or Decommissioning

A few years back this picture and an article appeared in the Wastewatcher about the need for Type IV Certified Operators to handle the land application of biosolids from pond relining or decommissioning projects.  Now I would also like to draw attention to this subject from operators of domestic wastewater pond facilities.  

Over the last several years, we have had about 60 pond relining and decommissioning projects come through the Agency.  Some went more smoothly than others but it is clear that the most problems arise when there is a lack of up front planning and understanding of the biosolids program. 

Planning is crucial for bidding a project and figuring out what you’re going to do with the biosolids.  Planning is particularly critical to relining ponds because timing is so important – timing for removal (use or disposal), new liner placement, and time for the water balance test/s before freeze up.  

If ponds are going to be completely decommissioned there is more breathing room with the timing. Decommissioning can wait for the other wastewater system to go on line but you still need to plan the project in order to have the funds in place to get it done – whether you do it yourself or contract it out.  

If you are contemplating any work on a pond system in the near future that will require the removal of biosolids, take the initiative to go into a planning phase for that now by doing at least a preliminary investigation of the quantity and quality of those solids.  

In order to facilitate better planning, I am currently in the process of finalizing a Fact Sheet on the Decommissioning and Relining of domestic wastewater treatment ponds.   This will be available on the MPCA web site as soon as it is finished.  Keep your eye open for it and if you have questions on its availability, call me.

Now back to the need for Type IV Certified Operators.  These operators are needed when biosolids are going to be land applied.  They get sites approved, figure out the details and propose how the biosolids will be applied, and do the final reporting. Where do you find one?  

· Any treatment facility that has a mechanical plant that generates biosolids continuously would have or subcontract with a Type IV Operator to handle their biosolids land application program. Contact a nearby municipality or sanitary district.  If you have a contractor removing the biosolids, the land application would be directed by the Type IV Operator.

· Visit the Agency website for contract appliers that are Type IV certified. It’s located under the industrial by-products page.  Http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/waste/waste-and-cleanup/cleanup-programs-and-topics/topics/land-application-of-industrial-by-products.html?menuid=&missing=0&redirect=1.

· Some engineering firms have a staff person that is Type IV certified.

· Industrial facilities that land applies various industrial by-products may also have Type IV Operators.  These operators would provide service like those from a municipality.

There is a possibility that the biosolids would or could not be land applied.  Biosolids cannot be land applied if the quality standards for metals are not met.  This is one thing that you would know by doing preliminary planning because samples are taken and analyzed.  

Timing could also create the need to do something else.  The something else is land filling.  If biosolids have to be land filled, they will have to meet some other testing requirements.  This is all covered in the Fact Sheet.  In addition, we will have a couple of talks about decommissioning ponds at the MPCA Operators Conference in March.  See you there!
Cleaning out Ponds at Lewiston











